



1. Tombstone Territorial Park                                                                                           
The traditional territory of the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in people 

Category: Yukon North. Dempster Highway, Sub arctic  

Tombstone Territorial Park's 2,200 km2 protect a unique wilderness of rugged peaks, 
permafrost landforms and abundant wildlife, all reflected in a rich First Nations culture. The 
park is a legacy of the Tr'ondëk Hwëch'in Land Claim Agreement and lies within their 
Traditional Territory. The Dempster Highway bisects the park and provides an opportunity to 
view stunning arctic tundra landscapes and wildlife and access to hiking areas. The 
concentration of wide ecological niches has resulted in a diverse collection of flora and fauna 
uncommon at this latitude. 



 
2. Red Creek “Milky Way”: Yukon Creek 
That Has Been Dyed Red by Rust for 
Millennia 

The traditional territory of the Gwich’in people 

Category: Yukon North. Dempster Highway, Sub arctic  

Red Creek, along with nearby Engineer Creek, gets 
its colour from iron deposits that have broken to the 
surface. Specifically, the water becomes jet black 

after picking up minerals from an exposed seam of black shale, and progressively turns red as it 
meanders downstream. 
The water may not necessarily kill anyone who drinks it, but it fails several basic Canadian 
Environmental Quality Guidelines. Animals have been seen to avoid Red Creek, and the rocks 
along its path are dyed a deep reddish hue by the high-water mark of the contaminated creek. 
Herod performed a chemical analysis of the water, and found levels of iron, nickel, and zinc at 
more than 10 times what the geoscientist considered a “normal” Yukon concentration. 
“These numbers are all way out of the ordinary for the rest of the creeks I sampled throughout the 
Yukon,” wrote Herod in a post. 
And Red Creek has presumably been this way since woolly mammoths walked the area. The 
Yukon is located in Beringia, one of the few areas of North America not to have been carved up 
by glaciers in the last ice age, so it remains a unique time capsule of how the continent looked 
before human settlement.  
While Red Creek’s location along the Dempster makes it one of the most visible “rusty” creeks, it 
is also one of many hidden in the vast expanses of the Canadian North. 

3. Engineer Creek “Rusty Red” : The traditional territory of the Gwich’in people 
   Category: Yukon North. Dempster Highway, Sub arctic  




http://blogs.egu.eu/network/geosphere/2013/02/15/fun-with-phreeq-at-red-creek/


 
4. Eagle Plains Bog, The traditional territory of the Tetlit Gwich’in people 
Category: Yukon North. Dempster Highway, Arctic Gate, Bog Water 

In 1958, as oil and gas exploration were expanding in the Mackenzie Delta, the Canadian 
government decided to build a road from Dawson City in Yukon to Aklavik in the Northwest 
Territories. The road was intended as an overland, year-round supply link to southern Canada[. 
Survey work began in 1958. 
With the August, 1959, discovery of oil in the Eagle Plains area, the government granted 
concessions to the oil industry to stimulate more exploration in the area. This provided more 
motivation for a road to transport equipment, infrastructure, and revenue to and from the sites. 
Construction of the road, then known as Yukon Territorial Road No. 11, began at Dawson City 
in January 1959. The northern terminus of the road was changed to the new town of Inuvik. Due 
to high costs and ongoing funding disagreements between the federal and Yukon governments, 
progress was slow until 1961. Once the Eagle Plains oil discovery was found to have no 
commercial potential, construction stopped in 1962 after 115 km (71 mi) of roadbed had been built. 

Seasonal maintenance of the existing road continued but no further work was done. In 1964, the 
road was renamed the Dempster Highway, after petitions by Vancouver Yukoners Association 
and the Yukon Order of Pioneers[ 
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5. The Arctic Circle  66° 33′ 47.7″:  Glacier 
Creek  

Traditional territory of the Gwich’in people 

Category: Yukon North. Dempster Highway, Arctic  Circle, 
Glacier Water 

The Arctic Circle is one of the two polar circles and the 
most northerly of the five major circles of latitude as 
shown on maps of Earth. It marks the northernmost 
point at which the centre of the noon sun is just visible 
on the December solstice and the southernmost point 
at which the centre of the midnight sun is just visible on 
the June solstice.[1][2] The region north of this circle is 
known as the Arctic, and the zone just to the south is 
called the Northern Temperate Zone. 

As seen from the Arctic, the Sun is above the horizon for 24 continuous hours at least once per 
year (and therefore visible at midnight) and below the horizon for 24 continuous hours at least 
once per year (and therefore not visible at noon). This is also true in the Antarctic region, south of 
the equivalent Antarctic Circle. 
The position of the Arctic Circle is not fixed; as of 16 July 2019, it runs 66°33′47.7″ north of the 
Equator.[3] Its latitude depends on the Earth's axial tilt, which fluctuates within a margin of more 
than 2° over a 41,000-year period, due to tidal forces resulting from the orbit of the Moon.[4] 
Consequently, the Arctic Circle is currently drifting northwards at a speed of about 15 m (49 ft) 
per year 
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6. Midnight Alpine Summit: North West 
Territories and Yukon Border 

Traditional territory of the Gwich’in people 

Category: Yukon Far North Summit, Northwest Territories, 
Dempster Highway, Arctic, Alpine 

A simple scramble to the summit of an unnamed 
peak to catch the views of Yukon on one side and 
NWT on the other. There was a lot of smoke 
blanketing Yukon while NWT was brilliant and 
clear. The smoke stained the sun red in the skyline. 
I collected a lot of large rock slabs to be used as 
baking stones for alpine pita bread. 

7. Snowbank, North West Territories 
Backcountry, Alpine. 

The traditional territory of the Gwich’in 
people 

Category: NWT, Alpine, Dempster Highway, Arctic Gate, 
Bog 
A midnight wondering for fields of snow under the hot sun. I 

lucked out and found a nice bank of snow full of microbes and fresh water to forage. 



 

8. Polar Tree line or “Where The Trees End": North of Inuvik  
Traditional territory of the Inuvialuit people 

Category: NWT,  Arctic Tundra,  Polar Tree line, Creek Water, Permafrost 

Like the alpine tree lines, polar tree lines are heavily influenced by local variables such as aspect of 
slope and degree of shelter. In addition, permafrost has a major impact on the ability of trees to 
place roots into the ground. When roots are too shallow, trees are susceptible to windthrow and 
erosion. Trees can often grow in river valleys at latitudes where they could not grow on a more 
exposed site. Maritime influences such as ocean currents also play a major role in determining 
how far from the equator trees can grow as well as the warm summers experienced in extreme 
continental climates. 
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9. Permafrost Preserved 
Berries, Husky Lakes   
Traditional territory of 
the Inuvialuit people 

Category: NWT,  Arctic Tundra,  Above Polar Tree line, Lake Water, Permafrost, Tundra, Cranberries 

The Husky Lakes are a system of brackish estuarine basins in the Northwest Territories of 
Canada. Formerly known as the Eskimo Lakes, they are called Imaryuk in Inuvialuktun, the 
language of the Inuvialuit, the original inhabitants of the area. 
The Husky Lakes form a chain of five basins[1] draining toward the northeast and roughly 
coinciding with the Eskimo Lakes fault zone, which runs along a southwest–northeast axis 

through the region.[4] The two lower basins are bracketed on 
either side by inundated tunnel valleys lying between "fingers" 
(narrow peninsulas) of land. Through the eastern "finger" 
region (Singiit in Inuvialuktun), the lakes empty into 
Liverpool Bay, an arm of the Beaufort Sea. Sitidgi Lake, a 
freshwater lake south of the Husky Lakes, drains into the 
southernmost basin through a shallow 6-kilometre (3.7 mi) 
channel called Sitidgi Creek.[1] Together the basins cover an 
area of 1,933 square kilometres (746 sq mi) and drain an area 
of 9,543 square kilometres (3,685 sq mi).[1] They average 13 
metres (43 ft) in depth with maximum depths not exceeding 
100 metres (330 ft).[1] The Husky Lakes lie north of the tree 
line and vegetation in the area is that of typical Arctic tundra. 
At Saunaktuk ("place of bones”), a site in the western "finger" 
area, remains of at least 35 Inuvialuit women, elderly and 
children were found dating to the 14th or 15th century. The 
remains exhibited signs of violence and possibly cannibalism, 

and are consistent with Inuvialuit oral histories describing a Dene attack at that site.[8] 
Today the area around the Husky Lakes remains culturally and economically important to the 
Inuvialuit of Tuktoyaktuk and Inuvik. In the spring, fishing for lake trout, lake whitefish, cod and 
pike is a major traditional source of food for the Inuvialuit. Bear, goose and duck are also hunted 
in the spring, but caribou hunting has recently been banned. Access to the area is more difficult in 
the summer after spring thaw, but this is likely to change after the opening of the extension of the 
Dempster Highway to Tuktoyaktuk, which passes near the western side of the southern lakes. 
Berry picking (cloudberry, crowberry, blueberry, cranberry) and ptarmigan hunting are popular 
activities in the fall, and trapping is practiced from late fall through early spring. 
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10. Pingo Bay, Arctic Ocean 
 The traditional territory of the Inuvialuit people 

Category: NWT, Tuktoyaktuk, Arctic Ocean, Maritime, Tidal, Salt 

Pingo National Landmark is a natural area protecting eight pingos near Tuktoyaktuk, 
Northwest Territories. It is in a coastal region of the Arctic Ocean which contains approximately 
1,350 Arctic ice dome hills—approximately one quarter of the world's pingos. 
The Landmark comprises an area roughly 16 km2 (6.2 sq mi), just 5 km (3.1 mi) west of 
Tuktoyaktuk, and includes Ibyuk Pingo—Canada's highest, exceeded in height only by 
Kadleroshilik Pingo in Alaska—at 49 m (161 ft).The Landmark, which lies within the Inuvialuit 
Settlement Region, is managed by Parks Canada under the National Parks Act. Although a 
nationwide landmarks program was envisioned at its creation, Pingo remains the country's only 
National Landmark. 
In a region near the Beaufort Sea which is quite flat, pingos dominate the skyline, rising from 5 to 
36 m (16 to 118 ft), in various stages of growth and collapse. Ibyuk Pingo, the highest, continues to 
grow about 2 cm (0.79 in) per year, and is estimated to be at least 1,000 years old. Unique to areas 
of permafrost, pingos have formed here thanks to numerous lakes in the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula. 
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11. Three Feet Beneath The Tundra, Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula  
 The traditional territory of the Inuvialuit people 

Category: NWT, Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula Lake, Tundra, Earth, Permafrost 

It's been known for years that the vast belts of frozen soil that underlie much of the North are 
thawing as the Arctic warms. That releases greenhouse gases as organic carbon from plants and 
animals, once locked away in the ice, thaws and decomposes. Here I am interested in finding 
some yeast samples that have been buried and preserved in the earth but are now thawing doing 
to global climatic changes. 



 

12. The Point with 
CBC’s Mackenzie 
Scott in Tuktoyaktuk 

 The traditional 
territory of the 
Inuvialuit people 

Category: NWT, 
Tuktoyaktuk, Arctic Ocean, 
Tidal, Salt,  

This is the most northern 
point in North America 
accessible by road. It is also the home of the Arctic Ocean sign in Tuktoyaktuk.  

Tuktoyaktuk English: /tʌktəˈjæktʌk/, or Tuktuyaaqtuuq IPA: [təktujaːqtuːq] (Inuvialuktun: it 
looks like a caribou), is an Inuvialuit hamlet located in the Inuvik Region of the Northwest 
Territories, Canada, at the northern terminus of the Inuvik–Tuktoyaktuk Highway.Tuktoyaktuk 
is one of six Inuvialuit 
communities in the 
Inuvialuit Settlement 
Region. Tuktoyaktuk is 
commonly referred to simply 
by its first syllable, Tuk /tʌk/, 
the settlement lies north of 
the Arctic Circle on the 
shores of the Arctic Ocean, 
and is the only community in 
Canada on the Arctic Ocean 
that is connected to the rest 
of Canada by road.]Formerly 
known as Port Brabant, the 
community was renamed in 
1950 and was the first place 
in Canada to revert to the 
traditional Indigenous name 
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13. Permafrost Preserved Berries with CBC’s 
Mackenzie Scott 

Traditional territory of the Inuvialuit people 

Category: NWT,  Arctic Tundra, Lake Water, Permafrost, Cranberries,  

Just off the road a few kilometres outside of Tuktoyaktuk was the prefect place to begin our search for some of last 
years cranberries, preserved in the permafrost. The water was sourced from a lake within meters of the berries. 



14. Two Moose Lake  
 The traditional territory of the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in people 

Category: North Yukon, Blackstone Uplands, Tundra, Earth, Permafrost, Lake Water, Thaw Lake, Dempster 

Two Moose lake is a thermokarst or thaw lake. Thaw lakes usually occur when the vegetation 
growing on the permafrost is disturbed. These disturbances trigger thawing in the underlying 
soils. 

This lake experiences a “spring bloom” each year. Its shallow depths respond to long days of 
intense sunlight at this northern latitude. Warmer lake temperatures and nutrient rich runofff 
waters stimulate algae growth and a burst of insects. This bloom provides an ideal feeding 
ground for many migrating birds and grayling. 

Moose are not abundant in the Blackstone uplands but they are sometimes seen feeding in this 
small lake. The abundance of shrubby willows around the lake and along the Blackstone River 
provide a good place for moose to eat and hide. 
This may also be your first chance to see waterfowl in the uplands. Watch for northern 
pintail, american widgeon, northern shoveler, harlequin duck and many others. Also 
watch for a variety of songbirds like gray-cheeked thrush, and shorebirds such as 
rednecked phalarope. 
Three kilometers to the east, you will see a gentle, northward sloping hump. This 
terminal moraine marks the northern limit of glaciation during the last Ice Age.



15. Dawson City 
Wild Strawberries, 
“Klondike River”  
Traditional territory 
of the Tr'ondëk 
Hwëch’in people 

Category: Yukon, Golden 
Nugget, Berries, River 
Water 

The Klondike River 
(Hän: Tr'ondëk) is a 
tributary of the Yukon 
River in Canada that 
gave its name to the 
Klondike Gold Rush. 
The Klondike River has 

its source in the Ogilvie Mountains and flows into the Yukon River at Dawson City. Its name 
comes from the Hän word Tr'ondëk (/ʈʂʼontək/) meaning hammerstone, a tool which was used 
to hammer down stakes 
used to set salmon 
nets. 
Gold was discovered 
in tributaries of the 
Klondike River in 
1896, which started 
the Klondike gold 
rush, and is still being 
mined today. 

In Jack London's 
story "A Relic of the 
Pliocene" (Collier's 
Weekly, 1901), this 
river was mentioned 
as "Reindeer River". 
(See Reindeer Lake.) 
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16. Dredge no 4, Dawson City 

 Traditional territory of the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in people 

Category: Yukon, Gold Rush, Mining, Dredge Water, Dawson City 

Dredge No. 4 is a wooden-hulled bucketline sluice dredge that mined placer gold on the Yukon 
River from 1913 until 1959. It is now located along Bonanza Creek Road 13 kilometres (8.1 mi) 
south of the Klondike Highway[1] near Dawson City, Yukon, where it is preserved as one of the 
National Historic Sites of Canada. It is the largest wooden-hulled dredge in North America. 
With its 72 large buckets, the dredge excavated gravel at the rate of 22 buckets per minute, 
processing 18,000 cubic yards (14,000 m3) of material per day. It was in use from late April or 
early May until late November each season, and sometimes throughout winter. During its 
operational lifetime, it captured nine tons of gold. 
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17. Whitehorse Cloud 
Berries, Yukon River 

 Traditional territory of 
the Tr'ondëk Hwëch’in 
people 

Category: Yukon, Gold Rush, 
Klondike, Berries, River Water, 
Berries, 

Whitehorse is named after the 
historic rapids on the Yukon 
River which resembled the 
flowing manes of charging 
white horses. On the “Trail of 
’98”, the stampeders had to 
bypass the treacherous water 
of Miles Canyon and White Horse Rapids, south of the present city. 
The White Horse Rapids became known as the greatest peril on the trail of ’98. The 
construction of the Whitehorse hydro-electric dam in 1958 tamed Miles Canyon and has replaced 
the once-foaming White Horse Rapids with Schwatka Lake reservoir. 

In 1897, two entrepreneurs capitalized on the obstacles presented by the Canyon and the Rapids 
by building tramways on either side of the river. For a fee, their horse-drawn tram cars carried 
goods and small boats around the rapids on log rails. A tent town called Canyon City appeared 
at the head of the tramway on the east bank. A roadhouse and saloon provided lodging and 
refreshments to the tens of thousands of gold seekers on their way to the Klondike. 
Before the Gold Rush, this area was a First Nations’ campsite. Be sure to visit Canyon City 
today and take a tour of Miles Canyon where you can easily imagine the gold-filled excitement of 
the past as you enjoy nature’s treasures of today. In 1900, construction of the White Pass & 
Yukon Route railway from Skagway to a point past the rapids was completed and Whitehorse 
came into being at its railhead. Today you can still ride the WP & YR train, the only 
international narrow gauge operating in North America. Round trip excursions depart from 
Skagway and there are connections by bus from Whitehorse. 

For years, Whitehorse continued its role connecting rail service with riverboat traffic to Dawson. 
In 1920, the first plane landed. In 1942, thousands of American Army personnel arrived to build 
the Alaska Highway. In a record breaking 8 months and 23 days, 1534 miles of highway was laid 
down. The boom ceased by the end of the war, but Whitehorse had become an important centre 
of communications and transportation. Whitehorse was incorporated as a City in 1950 and in 
1953 the capital of the Yukon was transferred from Dawson City to Whitehorse. 
Our river may have calmed down a bit since 1898, but our city sure got lively with many events 
and attractions. We are pleased to welcome you and wish you a golden stay. 



18. Teslin Lake, Wild Strawberries South Yukon 
 The traditional territory of the Inland Teslin Tlingit 
Category: South Yukon Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula Lake, Tundra, Earth, Permafrost 

This area had great significance to the Tlingit, Teslin, both for transportation and providing an 
essential source of traditional foods, and continues to be an important fishing and hunting area 
for the Teslin people.  

Like many large lakes in southern Yukon, Teslin Lake is said to be oligitrophic—meaning it has a 
low concentration nutrients, such as iron or phosphorous. Under these conditions, plants and 
animals live at low densities and grow slowly. 
 



19. Stikine River 
 The traditional territory of the Tahltan people 
Category: BC, North BC, River Water, Telegraph Creek, 

The Stikine watershed encompasses approximately 52,000 square kilometres (20,000 sq mi). 
The glacier-laden lower Stikine was compared by naturalist John Muir to Yosemite. 
The Stikine River arises in the Spatsizi Plateau, the southeasternmost subplateau of the Stikine 
Plateau, a large and partly mountainous plateau lying between the Stikine Ranges of the Cassiar 
Mountains (E) and the Boundary Ranges  in northern British Columbia. From there the river 
flows in a large northward arc turning to the west and southwest, past the gold rush and Tahltan 
community of Telegraph Creek. Above Telegraph Creek is the spectacular 45-mile (75 km)-
long[5] and 300 m (1000-foot)-deep Grand Canyon of the Stikine, the upper end of which is in the 
area of the 130th Line of Longitude. Below Telegraph Creek, which was at the head of river 
navigation during the Stikine and Cassiar Gold Rushes, the river cuts through the Tahltan 
Highland and in this region are the confluences of the Tuya and Tahltan Rivers. Much farther 
down, nearer the U.S. border, is the confluence of the Iskut and several other notably large 
(though short) rivers such as the Porcupine and Chutine. After passing Great Glacier and 
Choquette Hot Springs Provincial Parks and the old border-station at Stikine, British 
Columbia, it passes through a steeply cut gorge in the Boundary Ranges along the Canada–U.S. 
border, and above that Grand Canyon of the Stikine. It briefly enters southeast Alaska for its 
lower 64 km (40 mi) to form a delta opposite Mitkof Island, approximately 40 km (25 mi) north 
of Wrangell. The Stikine's north arm empties into Frederick Sound while its main arm and 
southern distributaries empty into Sumner Strait and Stikine Strait.[6] Other oceanic bodies of 
water that are influenced by the Stikine's estuary include the fjord-channel Eastern Passage 
separating Wrangell Island from the mainland and the shallow tidal Dry Strait separating Mitkof 
Island from the mainland.wly. 
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20. Skeena River 

 The traditional 
territory of the 
Tsimshian, Gitxsan, 
and Wet’suwet'en 
Peolple 

Category: BC, North BC, River 
Water,  

The Skeena River is the 
second-longest river entirely within British Columbia, Canada[3] (after the Fraser River). Since 
ancient times, the Skeena has been an important transportation artery, particularly for the 
Tsimshian and the Gitxsan—whose names mean "inside the Skeena River" and "people of the 
Skeena River," respectively. The river and its basin sustain a wide variety of fish, wildlife, and 
vegetation; and communities native to the area depend on the health of the river. The Tsimshian 
migrated to the Lower Skeena River, and the Gitxsan occupy territory of the Upper Skeena. 
During the Omineca Gold Rush, steamboat services ran from the sea to Hazelton, which was 
the jumping-off point for the trails to the goldfields. The Hudson's Bay Company established a 
major trading post on the Skeena at what became called Port Simpson, British Columbia (Lax 
Kw'alaams), where nine tribes of the Tsimshian nation settled about 1834. Other tribes live 
elsewhere in BC, and descendants of one group in Metlatkala, Alaska. 
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21. The Great Bear Rainforest 
 
 The traditional territory of the Wuikinuxv, Heiltsuk, Kitasoo/Xaixais, Nuxalk, 
Gitga’at, Metlakatla people 

Category: Spirit Bear Rainforest, River water, Prince Rupert Backcountry, Coastal, BC North 

The Great Bear Rainforest (also known as the Central and North Coast forest is a temperate 
rain forest on the Pacific coast of British Columbia, Canada comprising 6.4 million hectares. It is 
part of the larger Pacific temperate rainforest ecoregion, which is the largest coastal temperate 
rainforest in the world. 

The Great Bear Rainforest was officially recognized by the Government of British Columbia in 
February 2016, when it announced an agreement to permanently protect 85% of the old-growth 
forested area from industrial logging.  The forest was admitted to the Queen's Commonwealth 
Canopy in September of the same year.
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